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NATURE OF THE DATA 


The data presented here are taken from the Statistical Reports, Forms 86ab, rendered weekly to the Of fice of The Surgeon General 
by every hospital and separate dispensary in the continental United States. 

Because of the desirability of placing the information in circulation at the earliest possible time following its receipt, 
figures are in general show herein as reported. Where there is some doubt as to the accuracy of the reported figures, their veri- 
fication is requested, and the fact that they have been so questioned is indicated by the symbol (!). 


MORBIDITY DATA 

n S$ report admission rates are shown for all causes (disease and injury) combined, for all diseases combined, ‘for injuries 
and for a few specific diseases. These rates are presented on an annual basis to facilitate comparisons with corresponding rates in 
annual and monthly reports. Such annual rates of admission indicate the number of admissions per thousand mean strength which would 
occur over a year's time if the current week's experience continued for a year. 

The report also shows the number of cases of the more common communicable and certain other diseases of special interest. 
Appended is a list of cases reported for the rarer cormunicable and certain other diseases. 

The number of patients remaining in hospital at the end of the week per thousand strength as given in this report furnishes an 
approximation to the current non-effective rate. The mean number of non-effectives per thousand strength is given in the summary 
table for the total United States and for each of the Service Commands. 


STATIONS WITH HIGHEST MORBITITY RATES 

nelu e repo sa e listing the stations (having a strength of 5000 or over) with the highest morbidity rates 
from all causes, from all diseases combined, from injuries and from a few specific diseases. Not infrequently, the excessively high 
rates of admission for all causes and for all diseases combined reported from reception centers reflect a large number of venereal 
disease cases among newly inducted men. Therefore, more significant of high morbidity from disease are the rates of admission for 
disease excluding venereal infections existing prior to induction, which rates are also shown in the table. 


HOSPITALIZATION DATA 

urren spitalization conditions are presented in terms of bed capacity (normal and total), beds occupied and beds "available 
vacant." The number of beds "available vacant" is defined as 30% of the total bed capacity less the corresponding beds occupied. 
The number of beds "available vacant" for each Service Command is the total of the beds “available vacant" for only those stations in 
which 80% of the total bed capacity exceeds the beds occupied. Beds currently reported as “expansion beds" and beds in dispensaries, 
convalescent facilities, venereal disease facilities, and college or university training units are not included in this report. 

In the case of general hospitals there are shown, in addition, the number of Army patients admitted and disposed of during the 
week (by death, return to duty, transfer, or otherwise), the number of such patients remaining in hospital (including convalescent 
facilities,if any) at the end of the week, and corresponding data for battle casualties. Where the hospital has convalescent 
facilities, the letters (CF) appear after its name. The patients "otherwise" disposed of represent for the most part discharges on 
account of disability. In the case of Army battle casualties, all of which are currently admitted to general hospitals in this 
country as transfers, there is shown for each hospital the net number transferred during the week; i.e., admissions by transfer less 
dispositions by transfer. The total for the country as a whole represents the number of battle casualties evacuated to the United 
States from overseas theaters. 


EXPLANATORY MATTER 
reading detail tables, it should be borne in mind that admission rates based on small numbers of cases are not reliable. 
For this reason the symbol (?) is placed after admission rates computed on the basis of 5 or fewer cases. 
Where part or all of the current week's ‘data for a particular station has not been received, the latest available figures are 
substituted therefor and the symbol (#) is placed after the name of the station. 
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WEEK ENDING 1 JANUARY 19h) 
COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS 


CURRENT MORBIDITY IN THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES AS A WHOLE 
8 cate c on page 3, the ssion rates from all causes and from all diseases con- 

bined increased somewhat during the week ending 1) January 194), even though the admission rate from colds, 
influenza, etc. was reported only fractionally higher than during the preceding week. This is the first 
increase in morbidity from all causes and from all diseases combined since the peak of the recent outbreak 
of respiratory infections registered during the week ending 11 December 19,3. ‘The all causes rate at 865 
per thousand per year and the corresponding all diseases rate of nearly 800 per thousand per year were 
both about 15 percent lower than for the week ending 15 January 1943 at which time, however, admissions 
from respiratory causes were close to their highest for the early months of 193. 

The admission rate from colds, influenza, etc. for the week ending 1) January 19) was reported at 
353 per thousand per year or practically the same as for the preceding week. This was about 35 percent 
below the relatively high rate prevailing during the week ending 15 January 1943. Morbidity from all 
forms of pneumonia continued low, on about the same level as in recent weeks. 

The admission rate from injury for the week ending 1) January 19); was practically the same as during 
the preceding week, at the relatively low level of about 70 per thousand. 

For the third successive week, the number of cases of measles, mumps, and scarlet fever (and espec- 
ially the latter two) showed pronounced increases. The number of cases of meningitis declined somewhat 
as compared with the preceding week. On the other hand, the number of cases of rheumatic fever increased 
to the highest number reported in any week since June 19)3. 


VARIATIONS IN MORBIDITY BY SERVICE COMMAND 

orbidity from causes an om all diseases combined showed a very large increase in the Second 
Service Command, and substantial increases were also reported from the First, Sixth, and Seventh Service 
Commands. On the other hand, the Fifth, Eighth, and Ninth Service Commands reported lower morbidity from 
all causes and from disease. 

The sharp increase in morbidity from all causes and from disease in the Second Service Command re- 
flected an outbreak of food poisoning at Camp Kilmer (560 cases). The higher morbidity in the First, 
Sixth, and Seventh Service Commands was mainly due to higher admission rates from colds, influenza, etc. 

The only Service Commands to report lower morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. were the Fourth and 
Eighth. Decreased morbidity from respiratory causes in the Eighth Service Command was responsible for 
the greater part of the decreases in its admission rates from all causes and from all diseases combined. 

The highest rates of morbidity from all causes -- all in excess of 1000 per thousand per year -- were 
reported from the Seventh, Second, and Sixth Service Commands in that order. These Service Commands all 
reported codeseatadl from colds, influenza, etc. in excess of 00 per thousand per year. The lowest 
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COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS CCONT’D) 


morbidity from all causes and from disease was registered in the Ninth Service Command, which was the only 
one to show morbidity from colds, influenza, etc. under 300 per thousand per year. 

The Fourth and Eighth Service Commands continued to account for more than 60 percent of the total 
number of new cases of measles. The Fourth and Ninth Service Commands reported more than 50 percent of 
the total new cases of mumps. The number of new cases of scarlet fever increased most in the Seventh and 
Ninth Service Commands which between them accounted for nearly 50 percent of the total number of: new cases 
in the country. The Seventh Service Command continued to report the largest number of new cases of rheu- 
matic fever, but the greatest increase was in the Ninth Service Command. 


NON-EFFECTIVE RATE 
mean n r of non-effectives for the country as a whole was reported at 0 per thousand for the 
week ending 1) January 19) as against 38 per thousand during the preceding week. 
The largest increases in the non-effective rate were reported from the Sixth, Seventh, Fifth, and 
Second Service Commands. In the Sixth and Seventh Service Commands these increases were in large part due 
to changed reporting by several general hospitals which had previously been reporting days lost incorrect- 


The differences in the non-effective rates by Service Command do not reflect so mch the variations 
in morbidity in the Service Commands as the distribution of General Hospitals. When comparisons are made 
between the non-effective rates by Service Command excluding General Hospitals, the differences between 
the non-effective rates by Service Command are seen to be very much fatter than when the days lost in the 
General Hospitals are included. 


CURRENT HOSPITALIZATION CONDITIONS 

The to capacity reported as of 1) January 19); was nearly 368,000. This apparent increase in 
capacity of about ),000 beds as compared with 7 January 19) represents largely a change in the basis of 
reporting bed capacity and not an actual increase. 

The number of beds occupied as of 1) January 19) was about 182,000 or an increase of almost 6,000 
over the previous week; at the same time the number of "available vacant" beds decreased to about 113,500. 
On 14 January there were 28 stations with a bed capacity of over 25,000 which had no "available vacant" 
beds; included among them were 5 general hospitals with a bed capacity of more than 8,000 beds. 

On 14 January 194 there were 2,183 cases of malaria remaining under treatment, all but 32 of which 
had presumably been acquired outside of the United States. The number of neuropsychiatric cases remaining 
under treatment at the end of the week was reported at 15,612, while the number of tuberculosis cases 
remaining totaled 1,0)1. 
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MENINGITIS (OTHER FORMS) 
(5) 


1-Daniel Fld., Ga. 
1-Forrest, Cp., Tenn. 
l-McPherson, Ft., Ga. 
1-Shelby, Cp., Miss. 
l-Maxey, Cp., Tex. 


MENINGITIS (PNEUMOCOCCIC KERATOCONJUNCTIVITIS (21) 


(1) 
1-Sibert, Cp., Ala. 


STREPTOCOCCAL SORE THROAT 
(34) 

_22-Benning, Ft., Ga. 

12-Breckinridge, Cp., Ky 


GERMAN MEASLAS (37) 


25-Greensboro, N.C. B.T.C 
#10 


12-Shelbdy, Cp., Miss. 
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DIPHTHERTA (4) 


leMcClellan, Ft., Ala. 
1-Benj. Harrison, Yt. Ind 
2-Riley, Ft., Kans. 


(330254) 
21-Pittsburg, Pa. 


SMALLPOX (1) 


1-Sheppard Fld., Tex. 


POLIOMYELITIS (2) 


l-Bragg, Ft., N. C. 
1-Thayer G. H., Tenn. 


UNDULANT FEVER (1) 


l-Jackson, Ft., S. C. 


FILARIASIS (5) 


1-Knox, Ft., Ky. 
2-Winter G. H., Kans. 
2-McCaw G. H., Wash. 


TYPHUS FEVER (3) 


l-Don Ce Sar, Hosp. Fla 
l-Waycross, AAF, Ga. 
1-313 th AAFCPS, Tex. 


PARATYPHOID FEVER (1) 


l-Lowry Fld. ) Colo. 


BACTERIAL FOOD POISONING 


(741) 


122-Boston PoE, Mass. 

560-Kilmer, Cp., N. Jd. 
57-Blanding, Cp., Fla. 
2-Roberts, Cp., Calif 


- 31 . 


JAUNDICE (45) COCCIDIOIDOMYCOSIS (28) 
4-Pickett, Cp., Vae 
l-Haan, Cp., Calif. 
2-Minter Fld., Calif. 
ll-Roberts, Cp., Calif. 
$-Santa Ana AAB, Calif. 
3-Williams Fid., Ariz. 


1-Edwards, Cp., Mass. 
l-Aberdeen Prov. Grd. ¥d 
1-Geo. G. Meade, Ft. Md. 
1-Pickett, Cp., Va. 
2-Belvoir, Ft., Va. 
3-Benning, Fte, Gae 
1-Croft, Cp., S. C. 
1-Drew Fld., Fla. 
leHunter Fld., Ga. 
2-Jackson, Ft., S. Ce 
1-Maxwell Fld., Ala. 
l-Memphis, AAB, Tenn. 
l-Moody Fld., Ga. 
1-Orlando, AAF, Fla. 
l-Stewart, Cp., Ga. 
2-Robins Fld., Ga. 
1-Knox, Fte, Ky. 
1-Pratt, AAF, Mo. 
1-Robinson, Ft., Nebr. 
l-Strother Fld., Kans. 
2-Claiborne, Cp., La. 
1-Goodfellow Fld., Tex. 
l-Moore Fld., Tex. 
l-Summer, Ft., N. Mex. 
2-Adair, Cp., Ore. 
1-Beale, Cp., Calif. 
1-Geo. Wright, Ft., Wash 
l-Huachuca, Ft., Ariz. 
2-Kearns, Cp., Utah 
leLas Vegas, AAF, Nev. 
l-Lewis, Ft., Wash. 
2-Ord , Ft., Calif. 
3-Santa Ana, AAB, Calif. 


Delayed Reports 

—Week ending 12/31 

2-Calif.-Ariz. Maneuver 
Area 
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Week aadtag 1/7 


2-Williams Fld., Ariz. 


Delayed Reports 
eek ending 1/7 
1-0rd, Ft. Py Calif. 
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COMMENT ON INJURIES DATA 


PAST TRENDS IN MORBIDITY FOR THE CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES AS A WHOLE 
S indicated in the upper portion of the chart on page 33 the annual rate of admission from injuries fluctuated within the relative] 

narrow limits of 110 to 130 per thousand strength during the peacetime years 1930-0. In 191 when there was relatively much intensive 
training in our rapidly growing Army, the rate of admission from injury increased to almost, 150 per thousand. In 192 the rate of admis- 
sion from injury showed a sharp decrease from the level prevailing during 191 as a result of special efforts to reduce accidents by 
education, training, and use of safeguards. The provisional rate of admission for the entire year 193 shows a further decrease. 

As indicated in the lower portion of the chart on page 33, in only one month of 193 has the admission rate exceeded 100 per thousand 
and for the five-week period ending 31 December was 66 per thousand, the lowest ever recorded for any month. This extremely low rate 
however reflects in part the slowing down of certain activities around Xmas time. 


CURRENT DATA FOR STATIONS WITH STRENGTH OF 5000 AND OVER 

On pages to 39 there are presented data on injuries for stations with a strength of 5000 and over for the five week period ending 
31 December 1943. This data is provisional and may differ somewhat from the more complete figures to be presented in the full Supplemen- 
tal Health Report for this period which will be included in next week's Weekly Health Report. All Service Commands reported very low 
admission rates from injuries with the highest rate (only 72 per thousand) being reported by the Fourth Service Command. Only seven in- 
dividual stations reported injury admission rates in excess of 150 per thousand, namely Louisiana Maneuver Area, Laurinburg - Maxton AAB, 
N.C. (part of whose high rate was due to a nearby train accident which resulted in almost 50 deaths), Fort Eustis, Va., Camp Mackall, N. 
Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., Camp Fannin, Texas, and Camp Wallace, Texas. 

The injury non-effective rate for the country as a whole was 7.7 per thousand which was about 20 percent of the total non-effective 
rate including both disease and injury admissions. This is in contrast with the fact that injury admission represented only about 7 per-| 
cent of total admissions for December, thus indicating a longer duration for injury cases. Part of this difference arises from the high 
rate of admission during December for respiratory causes which in most instances had a duration of hospitalization of only a few days. 

In considering the non-effective rate on account of injury for individual stations it should be kept in mind that in many cases the 
rates show do not represent the entire time lost by individuals on account of injury since the individuals are not always completely 
treated at a particular station but are transferred to some other station or to a General Hospital. Likewise, the non-effective rates by 
Service Commands are not too significant because of the unequal distribution of General Hospitals as between the several Service Commands;| 
thus for instance the high rates in the Military District of Washington and the Fifth Service Command arise because of this factor. . 

The total number of deaths on account of injury was about 725, representing an annual death rate of about 1.5 per thousand as com- 
pared with a death rate of less than .5 per thousand from disease. As in November a relatively large proportion of the deaths occurred 
at the stations of under 5,000 strength since this category includes many air fields. Of the total deaths, about 50 percent arose from 
airplane accidents, while about 25 percent were from automobile and truck accidents. 

Studies made by the AAF have indicated that the admission rate from injury for the AAF is somewhat lower than for the remainder of 
the Army, whereas the death rate from injury is notably higher as evidenced by the relatively large proportion of the total injury deaths 
due to airplane accidents as indicated above. General analysis of the data in this report substantiates these conclusions. Thus the 
experience of life insurance companies has shown that for aviation risks the death rate from injuries is relatively high, while the in- 
cidence of disability from injuries is not abnormal. 


COMPARISONS WITH INDUSTRY 

rom data published by the National Safety Council in "Accident Facts" 193 edition, it appears that an annual admission rate from 
injury of about 80 per thousand, such as that provisionally estimated for 193 in Army stations in the continental United States is 
nearly twice as high as that of all the industries reporting in 192 to the National Safety Council and corresponds closely to the 192 
rate for the marine industry. 
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Stations under 5000 
strength & Misc. Units. 


Airplane-65 
Auto.-10 Asp 


TOTAL-ALL STATIONS 
EXCEPT GEN HOSPITALS 


| = | 
ee 
es 


CONFIDENTIAL ks 


ile-3 Fall-2 
oo 1 Unspec.= 


ARMY SERVICE FORCES 
OFFICE OF THE SURGEON GENERAL 
MEDIGAL STATISTICS DIVISION 


SUPPLEMENTARY HEALTH REPORT ON INJURIES 


FOR INDIVIDUAL STATIONS HAVING A STRENGTH OF 5000 OR OVER 


FOR THE FIVE WEEK PERIOD ENDING 31 DECEMBER 1943 


INJURY 
DEATHS 


VOLUME IV___ REPORT NO. 


_ STESe 
INJURY 
SERVICE COMMAND ADMISSIONS 


AND 
’ STATION 


INJURY 
SERVICE commanp | AOMISSIONS 
AND ANNUAL 
STATION RATE 


NON-EFFECTIVE 


RATE PER 1000 
STRENGTH 


Angeles, PoE, Calif 


NON-EFFECTIVE 
RATE PER 1000 
STRENGTH 
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INJURY 
DEATHS 


Automobile-2 


te Fld., Arize 


utomobile-1 ABS Ah Home, Idaho 


Airplane-4 


Airplane-1l 


a Ft., Calif. 


Gunshot-Acc.<-3 
Asphyxe-l Drowning-] 


ce: Pi. Golit, ae 
Beale, Cp., Calif. 54 hicharte, Cp., Calif. 


Utah 
- 57 , Salt Lake City, AAB, 


1 
Calif. 
171 73 


Isan Luis Obispo, Cp., 


utomobile-1 
Airplane-l] Suicide-1 


Auto.-7 Gunshot-Acc.-1 


Suicide-1 


Unspec.-1 


Wash. 


Ss Area, S. H., 


bal 
e 
be) 


Y ite, Cpe, Ore. 


Yuma, AAF, Ariz. 


Area 
alif.-Ariz, Maneuver 


Explosionel 


Air.-2 Fall-l Train-1 
Auto.-9 Unspes.-1 


oes ae 


Suicide-1 Auto.-1 


Auto.-1l 


Drowning-1 Unspec.-2 
Air.-50 Auto.<-9 


GunshoteAcc,.-1 


ARMY SERVICE FORGES 
OFFICE OF THE SURGEON Geng aL 
MEDIGAL STATISTICS DIVIS) 
HEALTM REPORTS BRANGH 
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